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The High Commission of the Republic of Rwanda in Canada
		


Legalization services 
[bookmark: _Hlk177460335]Requirements, checklists and tips (version: September 2024)

In this document, the expression “Mission” means the High Commission/ Embassy. 

Legalization (power of attorney for transfer of property, public documents)
The High Commission has the honour to relay important changes, that took effect in June, 2024, to the process of authentication and legalization of public documents and power of attorney for transfer of property. These changes coincide with the entry into force for Rwanda of the Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legalization for Foreign Public Documents (the “Apostille Convention”). 
Apostillization/authentication services as of June 5, 2024
On June 5, 2024, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Republic of Rwanda (MINAFFET), in partnership with Irembo, introduced a digitalized process of legalization of public documents through Apostilles electronic (e-Apostilles).
Rwandan documents intended for use abroad will be processed digitally and be accessible via the online platform Irembo. Documents apostilled abroad will be directly usable in Rwanda.
At present, documents issued or notarized in any Canadian province or territory can be authenticated by Global Affairs Canada. As of January 11, 2024, some provincial governments are responsible for the apostillization or for authentication of documents, issued or notarized in their jurisdiction, namely, the governments of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario and Quebec.  The table below shows the entities that have been designated as competent authorities to issue apostilles for Canada under the Apostille Convention and are also responsible for the authentication of documents outside of the Convention’s framework:
 




	Competent authority responsible for apostillization/authority responsible for authentication
	Responsible for the following documents

	1. Global Affairs Canada
	·       Documents issued by the Government of Canada
·       Documents issued or notarized in Manitoba, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador, Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut. 

	2. Ministry of the Attorney General of British Columbia 
	Documents issued or notarized in British Columbia 

	3. Ministry of Justice of Alberta
	Documents issued or notarized in Alberta 

	4. Ministry of Justice and Attorney General of Saskatchewan 
	Documents issued or notarized in Saskatchewan 

	5. Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery of Ontario
	Documents issued or notarized in Ontario

	6. Ministry of Justice of Quebec
	Documents issued or notarized in Quebec 


 
For further details on the allocation of responsibilities as between competent authorities in Canada and responsibilities for authentication services, please visit Changes to Authentication Services in Canada. In addition, the website of the Hague Conference on Private International Law, under whose auspices the Apostille Convention was concluded, publishes a list of Competent Authorities designated by Canada.
Legalization of public documents on Irembo platform
On June 5, 2024, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Republic of Rwanda (MINAFFET), in partnership with Irembo, introduced a digitalized process of legalization of public documents through Apostilles electronic (e-Apostilles).
To apply for;
1. Legalization of Rwandan public documents for use abroad (e-Apostilles). Rwandan documents intended for use in Canada are processed digitally and accessible via the online platform Irembo. 
These documents may be categorized as:
i. Civil Registry documents
ii. Academic documents
iii. Judicial documents
iv. Notarial Acts 
v. Other documents
2. Legalization of public documents originating from abroad to be used in Rwanda. 
· All official documents issued by the Government of Canada MUST be legalized through Apostilles electronic (e-Apostilles- See the table below)
· Applicants seeking authentication of other documents may use Irembo service (i.e. Power of Attorney for Passport/ID, SIM swap, Bank documents etc.…) 

Legalization of power of attorney for transfer of property on Irembo platform
Irembo is offering this service that allows Rwandans living abroad to legalize Power of Attorney letters for transfer of either movable or immovable property in Rwanda.
To apply you must visit Irembo, following the instructions and provide required attachments; 
1. You MUST submit a scanned signed copy of the Power of Attorney letter
2. You MUST submit a scanned copy of the property documents (i.e. Land Title (U.P.I), Carte Jaune, RDB company registration…)
3. In case two spouses are signing on the letter, they must provide a copy of their marriage certificate
4. In case of succession, you must provide a copy of birth certificate or birth record and death certificate
5. You must submit other supporting documents (i.e. National IDs both applicant and representative)
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